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What is the Cajun Soccer Club Senior Academy? 
Our Senior Academy teams will consist of our most competitive, most committed, and most talented players.  The teams will be 
formed by dual age groups to form a 14U/15U Boys and Girls, a 16U/17U Girls, 17U/18U Boys and a 18/U19 Girls creating a total 
of six (5) teams.  Our Senior Academy teams will train three (3) times per week and will compete at the highest level within the 
state, the   Louisiana Player Development League (LPDL) and GSPL (Gulf State Premier League).  On occasion these teams may 
train a fourth time during any given week, typically on the weekend.  Additionally these teams will travel to 3-4 major college 
showcase events during the 2017-2018 year. 
 
Why was the Senior Academy program created? 
Following a comprehensive review of elite player development in the United States and around the world, The US Soccer 
Federation created the US Soccer Development Academy in 2007 to provide education, resources, and support to impact 
everyday club environments that will develop world-class players. The US Soccer Development Academy program philosophy is 
based on increased training, less total games, and more meaningful games.  The Development Academy offers clubs and teams 
the ability to get into Development Academy exclusive events which has made it more difficult for our players to be seen by 
college coaches as the recruiting landscape is now heavily skewed towards these Development Academy Showcases.  The US 
Soccer Development Academy is very exclusive and highly regulated.  There are currently no clubs in Louisiana that participate in 
the US Soccer Development Academy due to the level of requirements from clubs and players.  The Cajun Soccer Club Senior 
Academy was formed to ensure that our players do not fall behind in the progressive youth soccer environment by adopting 
elements of the US Soccer Development Academy program and implementing them into our local soccer culture. 
 
What is the Louisiana Player Development League (LPDL)? 
It is a league designed to provide the committed elite youth soccer players in Louisiana with opportunities to compete at the 
highest levels of competition and open pathways to identification to play beyond youth and high school soccer.  There is a 
widespread recognition that our present league structure does not encourage the development of players. Our present league 
structure rewards outcome rather than performance. Further, our present leagues structure does not provide our elite players 
with ample opportunities to play beyond their high school years. Very few of our players go on to play in college and even fewer 
explore educational opportunities outside of Louisiana that the game could open for them. Coaches from colleges outside 
Louisiana do not recruit our players because, simply put, they cannot trust that our players have been developed in an elite soccer 
environment. Further, our players and our soccer families rarely see youth soccer at an elite level. We define excellence in the 
game as it is played in Louisiana - not as it is played on a regional or national level. All of our players ought to be exposed to the 
highest standard of play so they have an identifiable goal to which they can aspire. 
 
Will a Senior Academy team be formed at each age group (U14/15, U16/17, and U18/19)? 
Senior Academy teams being formed are dependent on players meeting a required level of play and level of commitment.  Each 
prospective Senior Academy group will be evaluated based on their individual merit in both of these areas to determine whether 
they will be classified as a Senior Academy team or a Fury/Rage team. 
 
How many players will be rostered on each Senior Academy team? 
There is no set number of total players, nor is there a “quota” of players from each respective age group that must be 
represented.  The number of players rostered on each Senior Academy team will be dependent on the number of players it is 
determined meet the level of play and commitment standards set.  Each Senior Academy team will only be allowed to dress out a 
maximum of eighteen (18) players for any one game (LPDL, GSPL, and showcases); however, roster sizes may be larger than 
eighteen (18) players when the player pool dictates that more players meet the requisite factors.  In the event that more than 
eighteen (18) players are rostered on a Senior Academy team players would be rotated into the game day roster regularly. 
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Will the Fury/Rage teams be the “B Team” going forward? 
The Fury/Rage teams will be the top, true birth year teams in each age group.  The Senior Academy teams are dependent on 
players meeting a required level of play and level of commitment, not one or the other.  There are certainly players that have the 
required ability level but not the expected level of commitment, and vice versa.  There will be talented players that simply feel the 
Fury/Rage level is more conducive to their needs.  With this in mind, the Fury/Rage teams are expected to be more competitive 
than a Cajun Soccer Club White team of the past. 
 
If my son/daughter doesn’t play on an Academy team will they not get opportunities to play at the collegiate level? 
All players that would like to pursue the possibility of playing at the collegiate level will be given the same level of attention as is 
currently given to all Cajun Soccer Club players.  The Cajun Soccer Club Boys and Girls Director will continue to hold open college 
preparatory meetings, individual meetings with players and parents, and contact college coaches on players’ behalf for all players 
interested in pursuing college soccer.  U15-U19 Fury/Rage teams will be encouraged, and at times directed, to enter into college 
showcase events that match their level of play. 
 
Will Senior Academy players be allowed to play multiple sports/activities? 
Yes.  Players that accept a roster invitation to a Senior Academy level team will not be forbidden from participating in other sports 
and/or activities.  However, by accepting a Senior Academy roster invitation you are stating that soccer is your main priority and 
will be expected to schedule other activities as such.  A major focus of the Senior Academy level is to ensure that Cajun Soccer 
Club players are able to develop at the same rate as other high level players throughout the country which requires a greater level 
of commitment than what has been asked in the past.  Similar to every walk of life, players cannot expect maximum results 
without putting forth the necessary time and energy to achieve those goals. 
 
What is the cost of participation on a Senior Academy team? 
There is a single fee for the Senior Academy program, as opposed to the club fee/team fee model with Fury/Rage teams.  All 
Senior Academy fees will be paid directly to the Cajun Soccer Club office.  This single Senior Academy fee covers all league 
registrations, showcase entry fees, coach per diem for all out-of-town trips, coach stipend, insurance, and LSA player registration. 

• 14/15U Academy:  $1,55000 

• 16/17U Academy:  $1,65000 

• 17/18U academy: $1,65000 

• 18/19U Academy:  $1,65000 
 
An additional event entry fee would be required for any team that were to win the Louisiana State Cup thus qualifying for 
Southern Regionals and/or the GSPL Final IV qualifying them for NPL Nationals. 
 
 
Will players have an opportunity to join a Senior Academy level team after the initial player placement period? 
Roster flexibility is a major component of the Senior Academy model.  Effective spring 2016, LSA has given clubs the ability to 
transfer players between rosters at the club level rather than having to send everything through LSA.  Through this Cajun Soccer 
Club will have the necessary flexibility to move players in to and out of a Senior Academy team when appropriate.  Examples of 
moving a player off of an Academy team would include consistently missing training and/or other Academy events.  Players that 
are consistently exceling on a Fury/Rage team and are able to meet the required level of commitment at the Academy level may 
be moved into an Academy roster at any point throughout the year. 
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What is the expected commitment level of the Fury/Rage teams? 
The same level of commitment as is currently expected from the top teams in each age group.  Players on Fury/Rage teams will be 
expected to attend as many training sessions, games, and events as possible but will be given a greater level of flexibility regarding 
conflicts (other sports, activities, work, family obligations, etc.) than those players on a Senior Academy team.  As is the case now, 
persistence absences will be dealt with on a team-by-team and individual player basis. 
 
What are the 2018/19 Senior Academy coaching staff assignments? 

Age Group Boys Girls 

U14/15 Academy Michael Ritch Dave Lapeyrouse 
     

U16/17 Academy None                           
Mark Hiller/ Mike 
Ritch  

 
U17/18 Academy  JB Brunet None 
 
U18/19 Academy Michael Ritch Dave Lapeyrouse 

 
 
 
How does the Cajun Soccer Club Senior Academy differ from the US Soccer Development Academy for which it was modeled? 
 

 
 
 

Season Length 10 month season (August-June)

Fall season: August - October                  

Spring season: March - May

Training sessions per week minimum of 4 sessions/week
3 sessions/week (an occassional fourth 

session on a weekend)

High School Soccer

No. Players are prohibited from 

participation in high school soccer of any 

kind

Players are allowed and encouraged to 

play high school soccer

Coaching Standards

Head coaches must hold a minimum of a 

USSF 'B' License

Head coaches must hold a minimum of 

a USSF 'C' License

Roster Flexibility

Players may be moved in and out of the 

Acacdemy environment based on level of 

performance and commitment

Players may be moved in and out of the 

Acacdemy environment based on level 

of performance and commitment

Tournaments/Showcases

Play in exclusive US Soccer Development 

Academy specific showcase and 

postseason events

Limited tournament play                            

3-4 major college showcase events/year 

Inter-club regional events
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